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A peculiar inconvenience of the Russian demands was     1853
the mixture of the reasonable with the inadmissible.    Russia      ----
was within her right in her claims about the Holy Places, but ^T' 66 the granting of these just claims was to be comprised in a document having the force of a treaty and including certain guarantees for the future which, though introduced a propos of the Holy Places, had a much wider application than the Sanctuaries in Palestine : the trick was ingenious, and, as Lord Stratford remarked, " Jacob's voice and Esau's hand were never more skilfully combined." The issue of firmans according or confirming certain privileges in the Holy Places presented no special difficulty, if France could be induced to accept a compromise; but a general guarantee of the rights and privileges of the Greek Church in Turkey, co-nveyed to Russia alone among the Great Powers in a formal treaty, meant nothing less than endowing the Czar with the right to interfere in almost any matter relating to the twelve or thirteen thousand members of the Greek Church who were subjects of the Porte; in other words it meant the surrender of the Eastern Question. Lord Stratford perceived the complication instantly, and cut the knot with characteristic sagacity. In the interview which he had with the Grand Vezir and .Rif'at Pasha, the Foreign Secretary, on the day after his landing ,he said, " Endeavour to keep the affair of the Holy Places separate from the ulterior proposals, whatever they may be, of Russia. The course which you appear to have taken under the former head was probably the test; and I am glad to find that there is a fair prospect of its success to the satisfaction of France as well as of Russia. Whenever Prince Menshikov comes forward with further propositions, you are at perfect liberty to decline entering into negotiation without a full statement of their nature, extent, and reasons. Should he ground them on any existing treaty, it would be equally incumbent on him to afford a full explanatory statement in the first instance. Should they be found on examination to carry with them that degree of influence over the Christian subjects of the Porte in favour of a foreign Power which might eventually prove dangerous or seriously inconvenient to the exercise of the Sultan's legitimate authority, his